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Madam Chair,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European Union on the United
Nations Mission in Colombia.

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*,
Serbia* and Albania*, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential
candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova align

themselves with this statement.

*The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the
Stabilisation and Association Process.



Madam Chair,

| would like to thank Mr. Jan Huisman, Director for Budget and Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chair
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, for introducing the
respective reports of the Secretary-General and the Advisory Committee.

The EU and its MS welcome the signing of the revised Final Peace Agreement reached between
the Government of Colombia and Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC-EP).
The adoption by the Colombian Congress on 30 November 2016 of the Final Peace Agreement
between the government of Colombia and the FARC-EP confirms the confidence we have
always had in the peace process.

It is essential that the constructive and open spirit that has led to the agreement continues so that
all political forces and all sections of Colombian society engage actively in this historical
moment. The important challenges that the implementation of the agreement entails will have to
be met as a priority.

The United Nations Mission in Colombia, established by UNSC resolution 2261 (2016) will play
a crucial role in the tripartite mechanism to monitor and verify the definitive bilateral ceasefire
and cessation of hostilities, and the laying down of arms. We recognize the important
contribution the UN observer mission will make in the context of the tripartite mechanism.
Success will depend on coordination at national, regional and local headquarters of the
mechanism.

Madam Chair,

The EU and its MS are firmly committed to supporting the Colombia Peace Process, and in
particular to implementing measures which will contribute to the construction of lasting and
durable peace. In the context of the long term engagement to peace building in Colombia, EU
Foreign Ministers welcomed President Juan Manuel Santos in Brussels on 12 December for the
signature of the EU Trust Fund for Colombia.

This Trust Fund will be part of an overall EU support package of almost €600 million to support
Colombia's post-conflict and peace building efforts, consisting of both short and medium term
measures, in the form of technical assistance, grants and loans. This is a clear sign of our
continued support to peace in the country.

We Europeans know how difficult making peace is, and that the most difficult time comes when
we have to build reconciliation and peace. This is at the heart of our determination to accompany
Colombia and all Colombian people in opening a new page in their history. Colombia is one of
the EU's closest partners in Latin America and we remain fully committed to this partnership,
including through our cooperation with the United Nations.

Thank you, Madam Chair.
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Madam Chair,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European Union on the United
Nations Mission in Colombia.

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*,
Montenegro*,Serbia* and Albania*, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and
potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova
align themselves with this statement.

*The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the
Stabilisation and Association Process.



Sefora Presidenta,

Quisiera agradecer al Sr. Jan Huisman, Director del Presupuesto y al Sr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu,
Presidente de la Comision Consultiva en Asuntos Administrativos y de Presupuesto por presentar
los respectivos informes del Secretario General y de la Comision.

La UE y sus Estados Miembros acogen con beneplécito la firma del” Acuerdo Definitivo de Paz
revisado “alcanzado entre el Gobierno de Colombia y las Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de
Colombia (FARC-EP). La adopcion de este Acuerdo Definitivo de Paz entre el Gobierno de
Colombia y las FARC-EP por el Congreso Colombiano el pasado 30 de noviembre de 2016
confirma la confianza que siempre hemos tenido en este proceso de paz.

Es esencial que el espiritu constructivo y abierto que ha conducido al Acuerdo continle, de
manera que todas las entidades politicas colombianas y todos los sectores de la sociedad se
comprometan de forma activa en este momento histérico. Los principales desafios que
conllevan la aplicacion del Acuerdo deberan alcanzarse con caracter prioritario.

La Mision de las Naciones Unidas en Colombia, establecida por la Resolucién del Consejo de
Seguridad de las Naciones Unidas 2261 (2016) desempefiard un papel esencial en el mecanismo
tripartito vigilando y verificando el cese de las hostilidades y el alto al fuego bilateral, asi como
el desarme. Somos conscientes de la importante contribucién que la mision de observadores de la
ONU aportara en el contexto del Mecanismo Tripartito. Su éxito dependera de la coordinacion a
nivel nacional, regional y local del Mecanismo.

Sefiora Presidenta,

La UE y sus Estados Miembros estan firmemente comprometidos con el apoyo del proceso de
paz en Colombia, y en particular con la aplicacion de medidas, que contribuiran a la construccion
de la paz estable y duradera. En el contexto del compromiso a largo plazo con la construccién de
la paz en Colombia, los Ministros de Asuntos Exteriores de la UE acogieron con satisfaccion al
Presidente Juan Manuel Santos, en Bruselas, el pasado 12 de diciembre para la firma del “Fondo
Fiduciario de la UE “ para la paz en Colombia.

A través de este Fondo Fiduciario, la UE aportara un paquete global de casi 600 millones de
euros para apoyar a Colombia en la etapa post-conflicto y en su esfuerzo para la construccion
de la paz, con medidas a corto y medio plazo, en forma de asistencia técnica, ayudas y
préstamos. El establecimiento del Fondo representa una sefial clara de nuestro apoyo permanente
para la paz en el pais.

Nosotros, europeos, estamos conscientes de las dificultades de lograr la paz, y que el momento
mas dificil llega cuando tenemos que construir la paz y la reconciliacion. Este es el motivo
principal de nuestra voluntad de acompariar a Colombia y al pueblo colombiano en esta nueva
pagina de su historia. Colombia es uno de los socios mas cercanos de la UE en América Latina y
seguimos plenamente comprometidos con esta asociacion, incluso a través de nuestra
cooperacion con las Naciones Unidas.

Muchas gracias, Sefiora Presidenta.



